
 
CHIPPEWA MIDDLE SCHOOL 

8TH GRADE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

English Language Arts 8: This thematic integrated course provides instruction in four components: creative expression, 
literary analysis, exposition, and persuasion.  The theme Decisions, Actions, & Consequences will guide instruction and 
activities in reading, writing, and speaking.  Non-fiction and fiction readings will include, but are not limited to: memoirs, 
essays, newspapers, novels, and short stories.  Writing activities will include, but are not limited to: personal essays, 
editorials, and a research-based opinion paper. 
 
Advanced English Language Arts 8: The advanced course provides enhanced and enriching activities for the 
high-performing ELA student.  Students will be placed in the Advanced ELA class according to the following criteria: 
NWEA/MAP, MCA historical data, common assessment data, benchmark data, and teacher recommendation. 
 
Middle School Algebra: (8th grade standards) Topics include: solving equations/inequalities, proportional reasoning, 
percent applications, linear equations, systems of equations, and functions.  Problem solving and critical thinking skills will 
be incorporated throughout the year.  Students should have their own calculator (TI-34 or one that is comparable will be 
fine).  Graphing calculators are not required.   
 
Intermediate Algebra: (high school level course) Topics include: data exploration, proportional reasoning and probability, 
variation and graphs, linear equations, fitting a line to data, systems of equations and inequalities, exponents and 
exponential models, functions, transformations, and quadratic models.  A graphing calculator is required.   
 
Geometry: (high school level course) Topics include: reasoning, coordinate geometry, transformations, triangles and 
congruence, polygons, circles, similarity, right triangles, trigonometry, area of 2-D and 3-D shapes, and volume of 3-D 
shapes.  A graphing calculator is required.   
 
Earth Science 8: Combines sciences of astronomy, physical and historical geology (including Earth’s processes), 
meteorology (weather/climate) and hydrologic systems, problem solving, critical thinking skills, and data analysis. 
Environmental topics are integrated throughout the course.  The class features lab experiments, demonstrations, projects, 
the use of hands-on materials, and various uses of technology. Emphasis is placed on the inquiry model of exploration and 
project based learning. 
 
Social Studies 8: This course covers American History from the American Revolution until post World War II. The course 
introduces students to the founding and creation of the country all the way through major world events of the 20th century, 
touching on civic aspects.  The course teaches historical and critical thinking skills in order to gain a deeper understanding 
of American History. 
 
Spanish 8: (one semester) The purpose of 8th grade Spanish is to continue to build a foundation of level 1 language skills 
and expand upon previously learned material from 7th grade.  At the completion of this course, students will have finished 
the level 1 curriculum and will be prepared to take Spanish level 2 at the high school.  In addition, the program supports 
English literacy goals, as second language instruction enhances students’ English vocabulary and their understanding of 
grammar.  
 
Integrated Math II: This course will build upon students ability to code for the purposes of physical computing and 
creation.  Students will learn the basics of programming using the Python language, an accessible and beginning language 
for introducing learners to computer science.  Upon learning the basics of this programming, students will begin to 
gradually harness the power of some of Python’s more advanced features to create games, music, and digital art.  With the 
inclusion of Raspberry Pi, a very small but capable personal computer, students will tinker with connecting a variety of 
sensors and tools, with the goal of deeply engaging them in the world of physical computing. 
 
 
 



 
Physical Education and Health 8:  Students participate and receive instruction in fitness activities, individual sports, and 
team sports.  Swimming, golf, volleyball, tennis, fitness training, football, soccer, basketball, winter activities, table tennis, 
badminton, archery, floor hockey, personal fitness, team handball, ultimate frisbee, track, and lacrosse are included in the 
curriculum.  Throughout the year, students will also have health units.  These two-three week units will cover the 
importance of total health -- physical, mental, and emotional. Students enrolled in music participate in one-semester of 
Phy-Ed/Health. Students not in enrolled in music have Phy-Ed/Health daily for a full year. 

Economics & Entrepreneurship in the 21st Century: (one semester) With an emphasis on inquiry, collaboration, and 
choice, students in this culminating STEAM course will learn to think like an entrepreneur. Through engagement in Design 
Thinking, students will generate ideas for products or services that solve problems for a targeted audience. In addition, 
students will learn to make informed economic choices through the identification of goals, consideration of short- and 
long-term costs and benefits, and the interpretation and application of data.  

Art 8: (one semester -- non-music students) Students will explore two- and three-dimensional art forms with an emphasis 
on the elements and principles of design.  Students are exposed to a variety of art tools and media in the production process. 
 Understanding of art and its importance is achieved by developing aesthetic perceptions, viewing masterworks of art, and 
communicating ideas and feelings.  Students will be expected to reflect and write about their artwork as part of the 
assessment process.  The semester opposite Art 8 for non-music students is the Economics and Entrepreneurship in the 21st 
century course.  
 
Band 8: (full year) Students continue learning fundamental techniques of instrumental playing, musical counting, and basic 
musicianship along with exposure to a variety of styles of music.  Previous study of a band instrument and current 
enrollment in Band 7 is required.  Participation in evening musical performances is required. This course meets daily all 
year long. 
 
Choir 8: (full year) Students are exposed to a variety of musical styles through rehearsal and performance of 3-part music. 
 Students also learn proper singing and breathing skills, basic music theory, and sight-reading.  Participation in evening 
performances is required.  A love of singing and excellent self-discipline is expected. This course meets daily all year long. 
 
Orchestra: (full year) Students continue to learn advanced string techniques combined with music theory and principles of 
musical interpretation via large and small group rehearsals.  Participating in evening musical performances and day field 
trips, including a state contest, are part of this program.  Students must have previous string instrument experience to 
register for orchestra. This course meets daily all year long. 


